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Tlio oxistenco of Iho aperture wns noticed by tho parents of this !nd a fow weeks 
afior his birth, and in tire intorval of four yoars between the sopamto observations 
made by Dr. Thomson, no matorial change in its appearance had taken pinco. 

Tho subject of Dr. Gambler's observation wns a man of twenty-six yoars of age, 
in whom tho oxtornal aperture occupied tho place which, according to Aschersolm’s 
results, appears to bo its most common seat, viz., tho spaco botweon tho stomal and 
tho clavicular attachments of tho steruo-mastoid muscle, and about half an inch 
above tho clavicle. In most olhor respects, tho appearances wero tho samo ns in 
tho caso previously noticed. Tho probe had not been passed farther than an inch 
and a half in an upward direction. With a viow to tho eradication of this mal¬ 
formation, Dr. Gairdnor, upon tho 25th of May last, laid opon tho sinus by divid¬ 
ing tho skin, platysma, and fascia in front of it, and has sinco adopted tho usual 
measures for healing tho opening from tho bottom. Tho wound was not entirely 
closed at tho timo when tho caso was communicated to tho Society; but it was so 
much so, as to lead to tho confident hope of tho operation being ultimately attonded 
with complete success. 

In neither of the preceding cases, did horeditary tondoncy to tho occurronco of 
the imperfection appear; for 110110 of tho relations had beon known to bo similarly 
affected. 

Dr. Duncan’s caso, obsorved somo years ago, was in somo respects similar to 
tho preceding. It appeared chiefly interesting, as being tho only caso hitherto 
observed, in which, when tho fissure was confined to ono sido of tho neck, it had 
its soat on the left sido. In threo of Aschorsolm’s cases, both sides of tho neck 
wero affected; in tho remaining eight, as in Iho two other cases described in the 
present communication, tho fissuro was situated on tho right side; but in Dr. Dun¬ 
can’s caso. as before stated, it was on tho left. 

The author made this communication to tho Society in tho hopo that additional 
information might bo obtained with regard to the peculiar lateral cervical sinuses 
described, by tho collection of cases observed by other members of tho Society 
whose attention had beon thus directed to an imperfection which might otherwise 
havo passed unnoticed by them.— Land. If Edinb. Montldu Journ. of Med. Sci.. Aug., 
1845. 

5. Menstruation in an infant, commencing a few days after birth. —Mr. Wirmionn 
relates ( Northern Journal of Medicine, July, 1845), tho case of a fcmalo child who 
from a tow days nflor birth had hor entamonin regularly at periods of three weeks 
and two or threo days, until hor doath at tho ago of four yoars and somo months. 
At this last period the development of her body wns very striking—equaling that 
of a girl ton or eleven years of ago. Tho mammm wero unusually largo, tho mons 
vonoris collapsed, but well covered with hair, tho labia pudendi sparingly so, 
though those organs themselves wero of unusual sizo for a child. Tho develop¬ 
ment of tho pelvis, and of all tho deep-seated gonitals wa3 vory considorablo; and 
tho lower limbs wore proportionately largo. 

Sho was of a fair comploxion; and her hair, which was of a dark-brown colour, 
was vory plentiful. In tho absence of her periodical ailments, sho would enter 
into all tho amusements of young porsous of her own ngo; but whon sho was in¬ 
disposed, sho was exceedingly reserved, and would withdraw from all hor playful 
occupations. When interrogated by familiar acquaintances ns to her reason for 
absenting herself on these occasions from tho amusomonts of other children, she 
would answer that sho was indisposed; but when tho samo question was proposed 
to her by thoso with whom sho wns not intimate, sho would moroly blush, without 
making any reply. There wore other young females in tho samo family, but in 
thorn tho function referred to manifested no irregularity. 

6. Functions of the Pancreas. —MM. ItouciiAanvr and Sanduas, following out their 
researches on tho chemical phonomona of digestion, havo recently ascertained 
that the pancreatic juice possesses tho somo properties ns tho saliva. This liquid, 
taken from tho pancreas of strong farm-yard fowls, was transparent and viscous, 
presenting a slightly alkaline reaction. Mixed with amidou jelly, it liquofied it 
and transformed it into doxtrino and glucoso. lly adding alcohol, it formed a 
white deposit, which also acted on the jolly of fecula in tho samo manner as dia- 
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stasis. A temperature of 100, (conlig.) or the addition of various substances, such 
os tannin, the mineral acids, or tho metallic salts, destroyed its proportios. The 
panoroas itsolf, extracted from animals, and carefully separated from tho different 
vessels which pass through it, and from tho blood by which it may be soiled, 
possesses in a high dogreo the property of giving rise to the transformation of 
fecula. A few fragments of tho gland, mixed with starch, tepid, and very consist¬ 
ent, convert it, after a fow minutes, into a liquid free from viscosity. Pounded 
and mixed with water, they give a fluid, from which it is possible to separate, 
with tho assistance of alcohol, a flaky precipitate, endowed with the power of 
dissolving fecula. Ollier organs,such as tho livor, treated in tho samo manner, do 
not givo tho samo results. We may thorofore concludo, from these facts, that tho 
principal function of tho pancreas is to secrete a liquid ablo to dissolve feculaceous 
substances, to allow of their absorption in the intestine by tho smaller ramifications 
of tho vena porta, and, consequently, to admit of their utilization by tho economy, 
—inner/, Juno 21, 1846. 

7. Theory of Menstruation and Corpora Lutca. By Dr. Ciiam.es Ritchie. —At a 
meeting of the Mcdico-Chintrgical Society of Glasgow, held on the 8th of July, Dr. 
Ritchie road a paper on the Theory of Menstruation and Corpora Lutea. It will 
bo in the remembrance of our readers, that in a series of papers on the Physiology 
of tho Human Ovary, published last year, ( London Medical Gazette, 1843-4, and 
Monthly Journal lor July and October, 1844,) this gentleman sot forth a copious 
proof, in his opinion, entirely subversive of tho recent hypothesis of tho vesicular 
origin of menstruation, and corrective, aUo, of tho views previously ontortained of 
tho precise nature of corpora lutea. In tho prosent essay, which forms part of a 
succession of papors now in tho course of publication, as a second series on tho 
same subject, tho writer, without attempting to explain tho mechanism of tho fact, 
but assuming it to be—in tho present state of our knowledge—an ultimato one, 
adopts tho idoa, that the elimination of ova and menstruation nre correlative, and, 
in many respects, independent effects of the ordinary vital action of the ovaries as 
glands, and that they aro as strictly, both of them, tho proper and specific func¬ 
tional phenomena of these organs, as tho secretion of mucus, and of gastric iuico, 
and tho chymification of tho food, aro of tho stomach; the one, tho extrusion of ova, 
being limited to no special period of life, but taking place, under certnin modifi¬ 
cations, in all; the other being the result of a periodical exaltation of tho organic 
power of tho ovaries in tho healthy noil-gravid and non-laclnting adult women 
alone; which, from its extension to tho norvous, vascular, and absorbing tissues 
of theso glands, occasions tho maturation and discharge of their vesicles, and from 
its further oxtonsion to tho uterus and vagina, gives riso to tho formation of deci¬ 
duous vessels, and to tho menses. 

In reference to corpora lutea, again, it will bo recollected, that Dr. Ritchio, in 
the paper to which wo have alluded, having disposed of tho yellow and black 
blood cysts so often found in tho ovaries, limits organized corpora lutea to two 
species, tho whito (corpora albidn), and cerobriform bodies (corpora cophaloidea), 
the former having its soft and dense, mid tho latter its intra and extra-mural varie¬ 
ties, and both of die latter becoming transformed during utoro-geBtation into tibrous 
rose-coloured structures, which ho terms corpora rubra. In Tho essay now read, 
whilo ho repudiated tho notion that tho excretion of maturo ova from tho ovaries 
is the efficient cause of menstruation, ho was of opinion that the vascular orgasm 
of tho soxual organs, in which tho menstrual condition and the corresponding stato 
in quadrupeds consists, is tho truo sourco of corpora lutea; and, holding this view, 
ho suggested that corpora mcnslrualin, or corpora periodica, were more appropri¬ 
ate generic torms for theso bodies than that in common use, whilo their modifica¬ 
tions or varieties might be very conveniently designated according to their specific 
physical characters, such as corpora albida, &c., on tho principles adopted in his 
former paper. Ho divided corpora menstrnalia into primitive, secondary, and 
tertiary. The two species already referred to,—that constituted by tho opaquo 
atul thickened mombranes of tho Graafian vesicle, tho result of effusion into their 
collulatcd structure, or tho bodies 1m has called corpora albida; nnd that in which 
the effusion is larger in quantity, granular, supplied with vessels, and situated in 
a kind of crypts botweon tho two layers of tho folliolo, tho corpora cophaloidea,— 



